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generally  undigested  imitations  hardly   answering the
wants of the scholar.

I have, therefore, come to the conclusion that books
are required more for the teachers than for the taught.
And every teacher, if he is to do full justice to his pupils,
will have to prepare the daily lesson from the material
available to him. This, too, he will have to suit to the
special requirements of his class. Real education has to
draw out the best from the boys and girls to be educated.
This can never be done by packing ill-assorted and
unwanted information into the freads of the pupils. It
becomes a dead weight crushing all originality in them
and turning them into mere automata.

Harijan, l-12-*33
Teachers

I believe in the ancient idea of teachers teaching
for the love of it and receiving the barest maintenance.
The Roman Catholics have retained that idea and they
are responsible for some of the best educational institu-
tions in the world. The Rishis of old did even better.
They made their pupils members of their families, but
in those days that class of teaching which they imparted
was not intended for the masses. They simply brought
up a race of real teachers of mankind in India. The
masses got their training in their homes and in their
hereditary occupations. It was a good enough ideal for
those times. Circumstances have now changed. There
is a general insistent demand for literary training. The
masses claim the same attention as the classes. How far
it is possible and beneficial to mankind generally cannot;
be discussed here. There is nothing inherently wrong
in the desire for learning. If it is directed in a healthy
channel it can only do good. Without, therefore, stopping